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PERSONNEL (cont.) PROGRAM NOTES

Cloudsplitter Fanfare / Jack Stamp (b. 1954)

Cloudsplitter Fanfare was commissioned by the United States Air Force Band, Colonel 
Lowell E. Graham, Commander and Conductor, and premiered in July of 1999 at the Twelfth 
International World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles Conference in San 

Luis Obispo, California.  The work is dedicated to American composer Richard Danielpour.  I had 
the opportunity to study briefly with this incredible musician and teacher and more recently attend 
rehearsals and performances of several of his orchestral premieres.  This work explores aspects 
studied in our lessons, further exploration of dissonance, octatonic scale sets, and new approaches 
to rhythmic ostinatos.

- Jack Stamp

Icarus and Daedalus / Keith Gates (1948-2007)

I carus and Daedalus was commissioned by the United States Air Force Band of Flight in 
1992 and received its world premiere(s) at the Indiana and Ohio Music Educators Association 
Conferences in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Cincinnati, Ohio, in January 1993.

The Greek mythological character, Daedalus, a descendent of Erechtheus, King of Athens, was the 
world’s first aviator.  He was also the most ingenious artist and inventor of the age, responsible for 
developing the axe, wedge, wimble, level, sails for ships, and many other mechanical instruments. 
According to Greek legend, Talos, Daedalus’ nephew, promised to be as ingenious an inventor 
as his uncle so Daedalus killed him.  Fearing for his own life, Daedalus fled Athens with his son, 
Icarus, and settled in Crete.  There, Daedalus was ordered by King Minos to build the famous 
labyrinth.  Later imprisoned in the labyrinth by the King, Daedalus was able to escape the island 
by making a set of wings out of wax and feathers for himself and his son.  Icarus, however, flew 
too near the sun, the wax joints on his wings melted, and he fell into the (Icarian) sea, named after 
him.  Daedalus arrived safely, but sorrowfully, in Sicily.

 (note by the publisher)

First Flights / Roger Cichy (b. 1956)

D ecember 17, 1903, a most important day in history, is the subject of composer Roger 
Cichy’s First Flights.  The work is a musical portrait of the events occurring as humankind 
broke the bonds of the earth and took to the air for the first time in powered flight.  On 

a sandy beach on the North Carolina coastline with Orville Wright piloting the Kittyhawk “Flyer,” 
Wilbur Wright, along with five others, witnessed the extraordinary event that would impact the 
world from that day on.

The first two movements of First Flights can be considered impressionistic in nature, creating 
images of their titles. “Morning’s Cold / A Day for History” represents the conditions of things 
as daylight broke on December 17, 1903.  From the morning’s icy cold conditions to the Wright 
Brothers’ state of mind after an unsuccessful attempt a few days earlier, this movement builds 
in optimism and hope as the two brothers put their years of experimentation on the line.  The 
image of the Kittyhawk “Flyer” is portrayed in the second movement.  One can only guess what 
it would have been like when the hangar door swung open and the first bit of daylight appeared 
on the fabric wings of a machine that would start humankind on the road to powered flight.  This 
movement also serves as a reflection of the many accomplishments that resulted in the creation 
of the Kittyhawk “Flyer.”

The final movement is highly programmatic and musically portrays the events of the first flights.  
A summary of these events is as follows: The “Flyer” is pulled out of the hangar and prepared 
for another attempt.  Four men and a teenager arrive to help with the flight.  The men help with 
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the last minute preparations and instructions are given to Mr. Daniels by Orville to operate a box 
camera, which is necessary to prove the flight if it is successful.  The propellers are spun, the 
engine sputters and churns, and Orville climbs into the craft for the attempt.  Amongst the noise, 
smoke, and vibrations, Orville nervously goes through a control check and finally pulls the lever 
that releases the restraining rope.  The “Flyer” rolls down the track and triumphantly becomes 
airborne.  Along with the mood of celebration and jubilance, a moment of reflection occurs.  The 
Wright Brothers made four flights that day.  Orville alternated with Wilbur as pilot.  After the final 
flight, the men were standing around conversing among themselves when a strong gust of wind 
suddenly appeared, took the “Flyer” and destroyed it.  Despite the later event, the triumph of 
success and accomplishment make December 17, 1903, a day to remember.  The title of the final 
movement, “Success four flights...” comes from the first sentence of a telegram that the Wright 
Brothers sent to inform their father of their success.

(note by the publisher)

Lord, Guard and Guide / Robert Jager (b. 1939)

L ord, Guard and Guide (The Men Who Fly) was commissioned by the Military Airlift Command 
Band, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.  Lt. Colonel Bruce Gilkes was the Commander/
Conductor of the MAC Band at the time of commissioning.

The hymn “Quebec” forms the basis for this composition.  This melody is the source of the 
music for the United States Air Force hymn, “Lord, Guard and Guide.”  Using fragments of the 
hymn-tune, the composition begins with gradually rising lines as the music begins to take flight.  
This is followed by soaring lines and harmonies that attempt to describe the feelings of wonder 
associated with being free from the earth.  A quiet interlude, primarily for solo woodwinds and 
percussion, portrays the serenity of life among the clouds.  Culminating the work are two settings 
of the hymn-tune, first for the woodwinds alone, and then for the low woodwinds and brass in 
combination.  A short coda brings back fragments from the “soaring theme” and acts as an amen 
to the composition.

(note by the publisher)

Into the Air! / Timothy Mahr (b. 1956) 

T   he overture Into the Air! was commissioned by the United States Air Force Band, Colonel 
Lowell Graham, conductor.  The composition was completed in September 1998 and 
premiered by the United States Air Force Band on July 11, 1999.  The premiere took place 

during the finale concert of the 9th International World Association for Symphonic Bands and 
Ensembles Conference.

As I began working on this composition, I found myself often thinking abou the unselfish courage 
exhibited by the members of the United States Air Force, as well as the absolute thrill it is to be 
able to fly.  Hopefully the music embodies these noble qualities of character and experience.

- Timothy Mahr
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