
Night Music
Tuesday, September 30, 2025  •   7:30pm

Lyell B. Clay Concert Theatre
Canady Creative Arts Center

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
ADMINISTRATION

Michael T. Benson ...........................................................................President
Paul Kreider ................................................. Interim Vice-President & Provost
Keith Jackson .................................Dean, College of Creative Arts and Media
Michael Vervelli ............................................ Interim Director, School of Music

CANADY CREATIVE ARTS CENTER
Jamie Whoolery ..............................Assistant Dean, Production & Operations
Martin Chittum ...............................................................Facilities Coordinator
Lian DeLeon .............................................................Front of House Manager
Peter McCumber ................................................................Technical Director
Michael McGinley ...........................................................Production Manager

WVU BANDS
Scott C. Tobias ....................................................................Director of Bands
Cheldon R. Williams ............................................ Associate Director of Bands
Sarah Dawson .................................................................. Graduate Assistant
Jeffrey Hadfield ................................................................. Graduate Assistant
Brandon Lojewski .............................................................. Program Assistant

WVU BANDS OFFICE
Canady Creative Arts Center, Suite 2101

1436 Evansdale Drive
Morgantown, WV  26506

304-293-3097

bands.wvu.edu

WindSymphony
Scott C. Tobias, conductor

Sarah Dawson, graduate conductor
Jeffrey Hadfield, graduate conductor



PROGRAM PERSONNEL (cont.)

WVU Wind Symphony
Scott C. Tobias, conductor

 ROGER ZARE Lift-Off (b. 1985) 

 CAROL B. CHAMBERS Bright Light in the World   (b. 1970) 

 Sarah Dawson, conductor

 ROGER CICHY Galilean Moons (b. 1956)
  IV. EUROPA

 FRANK TICHELI Over the Moon (b. 1958) 

Jeffrey Hadfield, conductor

 JOHN PHILIP SOUSA The Golden Star (1854-1932) 

 GIACOMO PUCCINI Nessun Dorma (1858-1924)
 trans. Merlin Patterson 

 JOHN WILLIAMS Adventures on Earth (b. 1932) 
 trans. Paul Lavender

Tuba

Percussion
Piano

Harp

Ewan Smith
Weston, WV - Music (BA)

Chris Stimeling
Morgantown, WV - Music Composition (BM)

Evan Turner*
Hagerstown, MD - Music Education (BM)

Emily Arnett*
Morgantown, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Isaac Beverlin
Paden City, WV - Music Education (BM)

Wilson Bondarchuk
Eldersburg, MD - Music Education (BM)

Tyler Cable
Dunbar, PA - Music Education (BM)

Dylan Gore
Salisbury, MD - Music Education (BM)

James Kawasaki
Wheeling, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Braden Lloyd
Bethel Park, PA - Music Education (BM)

Ryan McWilliams
Perryopolis, PA - Music Composition (BM)

Rose Tobery
Hagerstown, MD - Engineering (BS)

      * - Principal

Nina Assimakopoulos
Flute

Cynthia Anderson
Oboe

Andy Sledge
Bassoon

Keeheon Nam
Clarinet

Jeffery Siegfried
Saxophone

Robert Sears
Trumpet

Albert Houde
Horn

Hakeem Bilal
Trombone

Carson McTeer
Euphonium/Tuba

George Willis
Percussion

STUDIO FACULTY

SCHOOL OF MUSIC



PERSONNEL

Flute

Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Horn

Trumpet

Trombone

  
Euphonium

Abigail DeKam
Platte, SD - Music Business & Industry (BA)

Cooper Gibson
Beaver, WV - Music Education (BM)

Leanora Giles
Excelsior, MN - Music Performance (BM)

Marla Hopkins
Winfield, WV - Music Education (BM)

Greta Hulterstrum*
Litchfield, MN - Music Performance (BM)

Emma Wright
Fairmont, WV - Music Education (BM)

Taylor Antigo
Wheeling, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Georgia Palmatory*
Morgantown, WV - Music (BA)

Madison Cardenas*
     Mundelein, IL - Music Performance (DMA) 
Anderson Lee

Pittsburgh, PA - Music (BA)

Natalie Alfera*
New Castle, PA - Music Education (BM)

Owen Cosner
Morgantown, WV - Music & Health (BS)

Gabriel Flanagan
Morgantown, WV - Music Therapy (BM)

Colleen Power
Hedgesville, WV - Forensic Chemistry (BS)

Tiara Simon
Dallas, TX - Music (BA) & Psychology (BA)

Helena Townsend-Grove
Golena, IL - Music Performance (BM) & 
           Psychology (BS)

Savannah Wills
Camp Creek, WV - Music Education (BM)

Kaylee Coleman
Buffalo, WV - Music Education (BM)

Evan Barnette
Ripley, WV - Music Education (BM)

Alexis Mason*
Waynesburg, PA - Music Performance (BM)

David Gutmann
Morgantown, WV - Music Education (BM)

Elliot Henry
Morgantown, WV - Music & Health (BS)

Collin Briggs
Martins Ferry, OH - Music Education (MM)

Kyle Jones*
St. Marys, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Malia Lewis
Morgantown, WV - Music & Health (BS)

Sam Schultz
Morgantown, WV - Music Education (BM)

Ryan Shriver
Clarksburg, WV - Music Education (BM)

Daniel Carroll
East Islia, NY - Music Education (BM)

Grace Fuller
Arlington Heights, IL - Forensic Chemistry (BS)

Ellen Kemp
Shepherdstown, WV - Music Education (BM)

Jameson Loop
Morgantown, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Levi Pardy
Nokesville, VA - Music Performance (BM)

Bethany Piercy*
Harpers Ferry, WV - Criminology (BS) & 
  Music (BA)

Brandon Williams
Salisbury, MD - Music Education (BM)

Sarah Harris*
Daniels, WV - Music Performance (BM)

Brody Keller
Ripley, WV - Music Education (BM)

Evan Klimowich
New Milford, CT - Music Education (BM)

Jordan Wattie-Shear
Roanoke, VA - Mechanical Engineering (BS)

Phinneaus Wilcox
Morgantown, WV - Music Education (BM)

Sebastian Duenas-Diaz
Morgantown, WV - Biomedical Laboratory
  Diagnostics (BS)

David Hegele
Shady Spring, WV - Music Performance (BM) &
  Psychology (BS)

Zachary Tunick*
Fairfax, VA - Music Education (BM)

PROGRAM NOTES

Lift-Off / Roger Zare (b. 1985)

When I was growing up in Florida, I remember many times stepping outside during a space shuttle 
launch and being able to see it arcing away from Earth along the horizon.  Seeing a shuttle liftoff 
in person always gave me a sense of excitement and adventure.  They were events that I looked 

forward to and followed avidly, always in awe of the monumental achievement that NASA was able to produce 
time and again.  Written in 2005 when NASA was returning the Space Shuttle to flight after a two-year hiatus, 
Lift-Off is a fanfare celebrating human space exploration.  This piece seeks to capture the thrill of a space launch, 
surging with energy.

(note by the composer)

Bright Light in the World / Carol Brittin Chambers (b. 1970)

B right Light in the World was commissioned by the Iowa City High School Wind Ensemble in Iowa City, 
Iowa.  The piece was written in memory of Emma Nugent (2003-2020) and premiered in June 2021.  Emma 
was a talented flute player in the Iowa City High School Band.  Those who knew her described her as 

“adventurous, with an infectious enthusiasm for all things fun.”  She was always “there for others who were 
feeling left out,” and her strong work ethic showed continuously, whether she was practicing volleyball, music, 
or volunteering on mission trips to help those in need.  According to Emma’s Spanish teacher, “to know Emma 
was to know the best of human kind and to experience true human kindness.”  In short, Emma was “a bright 
light in the world.”

(note by the composer)

Galilean Moons, IV. Europa / Roger Cichy (b. 1956)

C omposer Roger Cichy had not devoted his thoughts or energies to astronomy prior to composing Galilean 
Moons in 1996.  “I had already begun a sketch of the first movement of a multi-movement work,” Cichy 
writes, “when I awoke one day with the name ‘Europa’ bouncing around in my head.  I quickly researched 

the topic and learned of the four Galilean moons of Jupiter.  It’s a bizarre coincidence that my initial sketch of 
the work’s first movement, in progress before uncovering the subject, fit remarkably well the moon Ganymede.” 

Each of the four Galilean moons is unique.  Cichy’s work reflects these disparate qualities.  Ganymede is an 
earth-like body harboring a system of continents, and much of the opening movement features the Neapolitan 
scale, which incorporates semitones on either side of the tonic.  Callisto is perhaps the most geologically inert 
body in the entire solar system and is depicted by a haunting melody, introduced by the alto flute, accompanied 
by crystal-like tones that suggest a cold, stark, lifeless landscape.  Io, with its violent volcanism, is portrayed 
through the use of semitones and tritone figures in furioso bursts of musical energy.  Europa is among the most 
mysterioius of all known celestial bodies, its warm sea sandwiched between a molten core and frozen surface 
crust.  Cichy makes wide use of dichotomous major/minor tonalities throughout this final movement.

(note by the publisher)

Over the Moon / Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)

M uch  as in the epic tales of Jules Verne’s From the Earth to the Moon and George Méliès’ iconic 1902 
film, A Trip to the Moon, I sought to take the listener on a brief musical voyage Over the Moon.  At 
the start, the listener rides down a steep slide to the surface of the moon.  At once a tango-like dance, 

glittery and light as silk, swims through the air.  Instrumental solos appear and disappear like the characters of 
the story. 

Suddenly the dance takes on a forbidding quality - plunger-muted growls appear as the work propels itself 
forward.  Perhaps this is the dark side of the moon.  Lines intermingle, the work lifts itself: Over the Moon, in 
joyful exuberance.



PROGRAM NOTES (cont.)
At the halfway mark, there is a brief respite, as if looking homeward toward the peaceful blue planet.  A hymn 
to life, to the Earth, the Moon, and towards the boundless energy of the Universe.  A lone clarinet connects us 
to the return of the dance, reaching ever higher and brighter.  A triumphant climax is suddenly quashed by a 
steep slide, back down to life on Earth.

- Frank Ticheli

The Golden Star / John Philip Sousa (1854-1932)

On the cover of this World War I dirge is the following inscription: 
  
  “Dedicated to Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt

       In memory of the brave 
          who gave their lives
   That liberty shall not perish.”

Specifically, the march was composed in memory of Theodore Roosevelt and his son Quentin Roosevelt, who 
was killed in France.  Sousa summed up his sentiments in an interview.  “It will not be a monetary success.  
One cannot write from his heart and write for rewards.  I was thinking of those fine young boys who will never 
return.”  The composition was heartily but seriously received immediately after the war but was dropped from 
the Sousa Band repertoire gradually as the nation returned to normal.  “Taps” was included in one section 
of the march, and this brought about several sorrowful reactions from audiences.  At one concert in Reno, 
Nevada, for instance, women burst into tears and the band could scarcely hear itself play.

(note by Paul Bierley, The Works of John Philip Sousa)

Nessun Dorma / Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924)
trans. Merlin Patterson

N essun Dorma from the final act of Puccini’s opera Turandot follows the proclamation by the Princess 
Turandot that no one shall sleep; they shall all spend the night attempting to discover the name of the 
unknown prince - Calaf - who has set the challenge.  Calaf sings, indicating his certainty that their effort 

to determine his true identity will be in vain.

This transcription for winds was written at the request of Eddie Green, who conducted its premiere with the 
University of Houston Wind Ensemble at the 1993 convention of the Texas Music Educators Association.

- Merlin Patterson

Adventures on Earth / John Williams (b. 1932)
trans. Paul Lavender

A dventures on Earth is part of the score that I composed for Steven Spielberg’s classic film, E.T. (The 
Extra-Terrestrial). 

The music was designed to accompany the bicycle chase near the end of the film and as the young cyclists 
reach escape velocity, E.T.’s theme is heard as they fly “over the moon.”

The more sentimental music that follows, accompanies the dialogue as E.T. bids farewell to his earthling 
friends.  This is followed by timpani and brass fanfares as the orchestra brings the film to a close.

- John Williams

This transcription by Paul Lavender was written for the United States Marine Band, “The President’s Own” 
and was premiered by that ensemble on July 12, 2003, at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts with 
John Williams conducting.
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PROGRAM NOTES

Lift-Off / Roger Zare (b. 1985)

When I was growing up in Florida, I remember many times stepping outside during a space shuttle 
launch and being able to see it arcing away from Earth along the horizon.  Seeing a shuttle liftoff 
in person always gave me a sense of excitement and adventure.  They were events that I looked 

forward to and followed avidly, always in awe of the monumental achievement that NASA was able to produce 
time and again.  Written in 2005 when NASA was returning the Space Shuttle to flight after a two-year hiatus, 
Lift-Off is a fanfare celebrating human space exploration.  This piece seeks to capture the thrill of a space launch, 
surging with energy.

(note by the composer)

Bright Light in the World / Carol Brittin Chambers (b. 1970)

B right Light in the World was commissioned by the Iowa City High School Wind Ensemble in Iowa City, 
Iowa.  The piece was written in memory of Emma Nugent (2003-2020) and premiered in June 2021.  Emma 
was a talented flute player in the Iowa City High School Band.  Those who knew her described her as 

“adventurous, with an infectious enthusiasm for all things fun.”  She was always “there for others who were 
feeling left out,” and her strong work ethic showed continuously, whether she was practicing volleyball, music, 
or volunteering on mission trips to help those in need.  According to Emma’s Spanish teacher, “to know Emma 
was to know the best of human kind and to experience true human kindness.”  In short, Emma was “a bright 
light in the world.”

(note by the composer)

Galilean Moons, IV. Europa / Roger Cichy (b. 1956)

C omposer Roger Cichy had not devoted his thoughts or energies to astronomy prior to composing Galilean 
Moons in 1996.  “I had already begun a sketch of the first movement of a multi-movement work,” Cichy 
writes, “when I awoke one day with the name ‘Europa’ bouncing around in my head.  I quickly researched 

the topic and learned of the four Galilean moons of Jupiter.  It’s a bizarre coincidence that my initial sketch of 
the work’s first movement, in progress before uncovering the subject, fit remarkably well the moon Ganymede.” 

Each of the four Galilean moons is unique.  Cichy’s work reflects these disparate qualities.  Ganymede is an 
earth-like body harboring a system of continents, and much of the opening movement features the Neapolitan 
scale, which incorporates semitones on either side of the tonic.  Callisto is perhaps the most geologically inert 
body in the entire solar system and is depicted by a haunting melody, introduced by the alto flute, accompanied 
by crystal-like tones that suggest a cold, stark, lifeless landscape.  Io, with its violent volcanism, is portrayed 
through the use of semitones and tritone figures in furioso bursts of musical energy.  Europa is among the most 
mysterioius of all known celestial bodies, its warm sea sandwiched between a molten core and frozen surface 
crust.  Cichy makes wide use of dichotomous major/minor tonalities throughout this final movement.

(note by the publisher)

Over the Moon / Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)

M uch  as in the epic tales of Jules Verne’s From the Earth to the Moon and George Méliès’ iconic 1902 
film, A Trip to the Moon, I sought to take the listener on a brief musical voyage Over the Moon.  At 
the start, the listener rides down a steep slide to the surface of the moon.  At once a tango-like dance, 

glittery and light as silk, swims through the air.  Instrumental solos appear and disappear like the characters of 
the story. 

Suddenly the dance takes on a forbidding quality - plunger-muted growls appear as the work propels itself 
forward.  Perhaps this is the dark side of the moon.  Lines intermingle, the work lifts itself: Over the Moon, in 
joyful exuberance.
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PROGRAM NOTES (cont.)
At the halfway mark, there is a brief respite, as if looking homeward toward the peaceful blue planet.  A hymn 
to life, to the Earth, the Moon, and towards the boundless energy of the Universe.  A lone clarinet connects us 
to the return of the dance, reaching ever higher and brighter.  A triumphant climax is suddenly quashed by a 
steep slide, back down to life on Earth.

- Frank Ticheli

The Golden Star / John Philip Sousa (1854-1932)

O
n the cover of this World War I dirge is the following inscription: 
  
  “Dedicated to Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt

       In memory of the brave 
          who gave their lives
   That liberty shall not perish.”

Specifically, the march was composed in memory of Theodore Roosevelt and his son Quentin Roosevelt, who 
was killed in France.  Sousa summed up his sentiments in an interview.  “It will not be a monetary success.  
One cannot write from his heart and write for rewards.  I was thinking of those fine young boys who will never 
return.”  The composition was heartily but seriously received immediately after the war but was dropped from 
the Sousa Band repertoire gradually as the nation returned to normal.  “Taps” was included in one section 
of the march, and this brought about several sorrowful reactions from audiences.  At one concert in Reno, 
Nevada, for instance, women burst into tears and the band could scarcely hear itself play.

(note by Paul Bierley, The Works of John Philip Sousa)

Nessun Dorma / Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924)
trans. Merlin Patterson

N essun Dorma from the final act of Puccini’s opera Turandot follows the proclamation by the Princess 
Turandot that no one shall sleep; they shall all spend the night attempting to discover the name of the 
unknown prince - Calaf - who has set the challenge.  Calaf sings, indicating his certainty that their effort 

to determine his true identity will be in vain.

This transcription for winds was written at the request of Eddie Green, who conducted its premiere with the 
University of Houston Wind Ensemble at the 1993 convention of the Texas Music Educators Association.

- Merlin Patterson

Adventures on Earth / John Williams (b. 1932)
trans. Paul Lavender

A dventures on Earth is part of the score that I composed for Steven Spielberg’s classic film, E.T. (The 
Extra-Terrestrial). 

The music was designed to accompany the bicycle chase near the end of the film and as the young cyclists 
reach escape velocity, E.T.’s theme is heard as they fly “over the moon.”

The more sentimental music that follows, accompanies the dialogue as E.T. bids farewell to his earthling 
friends.  This is followed by timpani and brass fanfares as the orchestra brings the film to a close.

- John Williams

This transcription by Paul Lavender was written for the United States Marine Band, “The President’s Own” 
and was premiered by that ensemble on July 12, 2003, at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts with 
John Williams conducting.
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level. She is a founding director of the Clarion County Community Band, and 
has appeared as a guest conductor with several local organizations, including 
the PennWest Clarion University wind ensemble, the Mercer Community Band, 
and the Carnegie Mellon University Pre-College Brass Ensemble. Sarah is 
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Conducting from the University of Louisville, where he studied with Dr. Frederick 
Speck, Dr. Amy Acklin, Dr. Jason Cumberledge, and Brad Rogers, as well as 
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