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PROGRAM NOTES

Fanfare “La Peri” / Paul Dukas (1865-1935)

Paul Dukas spent his entire life in Paris as a greatly respected teacher and composer. He studied at the 
Paris Conservatory and was a close friend of fellow student Claude Debussy, whose influence is heard 
in much of Dukas’ music.  He was extremely critical of his own music to the point of destroying most of 

his works.  Luckily, he kept what is now his best known composition, the symphonic scherzo L’apprenti Sorcier 
(The Sorcerer’s Apprentice).  He also came very close to destroying the manuscript of his ballet music La Peri 
(The Fairy).  This was however rescued by his friends.  Thus we can still enjoy this magnificent fanfare which was 
originally used as an opener for the ballet.

(note by the publisher)

Wine-Dark Sea / John Mackey (b. 1973)

A fter ten years of bloody seige, the Trojan War was won because of Odysseus’ gambit: a horse full of 
soliders, disguised as an offering.  The people of Troy took it in as a trophy, and were slaughtered.

I. Hubris

Odysseus filled his ship with the spoils of war, but he carried another, more dangerous cargo: pride.  This 
movement opens with his triumphal march, and continues as he and his crew maraud through every port of 
call on their way home.

But the arrogance of a conquering mortal has one sure consequence in this world: a demonstration of that 
mortal’s insignificance, courtesy of the gods.  Odysseus offends; Zeus strikes down his ship.  The sailors 
drown.  Odysseus is shipwrecked.  The sea takes them all.

II. Immortal thread, so weak

This movement is the song of the beautiful and immortal nymph Kalypso, who finds Odysseus near death, 
washed up on the shore of the island where she lives all alone.  She nurses him back to health, and sings as 
she moves back and forth with a golden shuttle at her loom.  Odysseus shares her bed; seven years pass.  The 
tapestry she began when she nursed him becomes a record of their love.

But one day Odysseus remembers his home.  He tells Kalypso he wants to leave her, to return to his wife and 
son.  He scoffs at all she has given him.  Kalypso is heartbroken.  And yet, that night, Kalypso again paces at her 
loom.  She unravels her tapestry and weaves it into a sail for Odysseus.  In the morning, she shows Odysseus 
a raft, equipped with the sail she has made and stocked with bread and wine, and calls up a gentle and steady 
wind to carry him home.  Shattered, she watches him go; he does not look back.

III. The attentions of souls

But other immortals are not finished with Odysseus yet.  Before he can reach home, he must sail to the end of 
the earth, and make a sacrifice to the dead.  And so, this movement takes place at the gates of the underworld, 
where it is always night.

When Odysseus cuts the throats of the sacrificial animals, the spirits of the dead swarm up.  they cajole him, 
begging for blood.  They accuse him, indicting him for his sins.  They taunt him, mocking his inability to get 
home.  The spirit of his own mother does not recognize him; he tries to touch her, but she is immaterial.  He 
sees the ghosts of the great and the humble, all hungry, all grasping.

Finally, the prophet Teiresias tells Odysseus what he must do to get home.  And so Odysseus passes through 
a gauntlet beyond the edge of the world, beset by the surging, shrieking souls of the dead.  But in the darknes 
he can at last see the light of home ahead.
 - John Mackey
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